ABSTRACT. The universities of Oxford and Cambridge developed different attitudes towards the award of honorary degrees through the early and middle decades of the 20 th century. Recently, both have adopted a similar cautious and apolitical stance. This essay describes the role of honorary degrees in the production and reproduction of the cultural and intellectual authority of these two ancient universities.
The statistical data on Cambridge are derived from the annual lists of honorary degrees published in the Historical Register of the University of Cambridge Supplements (hereafter, HRUC) in 1922 (hereafter, HRUC) in , 1932 (hereafter, HRUC) in , 1942 (hereafter, HRUC) in , 1952 (hereafter, HRUC) in , 1956 (hereafter, HRUC) in , 1962 (hereafter, HRUC) in , 1967 (hereafter, HRUC) in , 1972 (hereafter, HRUC) in , 1977 (hereafter, HRUC) in , 1984 (hereafter, HRUC) in , 1991 (hereafter, HRUC) in and 1999 
in the Cambridge
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Cambridge in this period, awarding 1,805 honorary degrees, of which 1,487 (82 per cent) were doctorates, as compared with the 1,310 honorary degrees awarded by Cambridge, of which 1,111 (85 per cent) were doctorates. Both universities awarded larger numbers, and a wider variety, during the first half of the century, although there was substantial year-on-year variation. Since 1950, the pattern has been more consistent and restrained, particularly in Cambridge. Since the 1980s, the number awarded by the two universities has converged and stabilised. Both universities now award between eight and ten per year.
HONORIS CAUSA? HONORARY DEGREES, 1900 -1945 During the first half of the 20 th century, conferments reflected the circumstances of the two world wars. Both universities limited the number of honorary degrees awarded during war-time, although Oxford awarded a significant number (and a higher than usual proportion) of honorary MAs. Oxford (hereafter, HRUO) in 1934 , 1951 and 1970 , and from the Oxford University Calendar (hereafter, OUC) in 1966 (hereafter, OUC) in , 1981 (hereafter, OUC) in , 1991 (hereafter, OUC) in , 1994 (hereafter, OUC) in and 2003 . Decisions were reconstructed from the minute books of the Hebdomadal Council at Oxford and the Council of the University Senate at Cambridge, and from the more detailed correspondence files in the University Registries. The latter are available in Oxford for the period 1921 to 1969, and in Cambridge for the period 1926 to 1967. 9 Honorary MAs have more recently been awarded in recognition of contributions by non-academic staff.
Page 5 of 31 royal family, leading members of the clergy and judiciary, and to heads of colleges within the University.
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A more stable and modest pattern emerged during the middle decades of the century. Reforms during the 1920s effectively ended jure digitatis degrees on the reasonable grounds that awarding degrees to 'persons not necessarily eminent in scholarship' was 'unfair to those who took the degree in the ordinary manner'.
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At the same time, political controversy reduced the number of honorary doctorates. In , 1922, 53-63 and HRUC 1932, 95-97. 11 CUA, Degr.M.9, Registrary's Memoranda on Honorary Degrees, 1926 Degrees, and 1943 Degrees, -1952 (1935 -1938 ) and Foreign Secretary (1938 -1940 As many prominent scientists and intellectuals in the communist world were hostile towards their governments, the latter aspect of this policy was also designed to reduce east-west tension. Isaiah This would make it 'impossible to confer a degree on any politician, any theologian, Table 1 ). By the 1970s, the difference between the two universities was quite marked.
Oxford rarely awarded more than 45% of its honorary degrees to academics, and frequently gave over 20% to politicians. But Oxford was obliged to review its policy following two high-profile disputes. 64 In 1975, a proposal to award an honorary degree to President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the Oxford-educated Prime Minister of Pakistan, was February which turned out to be both better attended and better organised. February 1975, 15d; 17 February 1975, 17f; 19 February 1975, 15g; 21 February 1975, 15g; 25 February 1975, 15e-f. 67 'New Oxford vote on Bhutto degree ', The Times, 20 January 1975, 1f-h 88 Derrida survived the vote --which was widely interpreted as a collision between Anglo-Saxon and continental modes of philosophical inquiry --and later criticised his opponents for misusing the press to acquire 'a semblance of authority that has no relation to their own work', although he also noted that the controversy had only increased public interest in his writings. 
